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EDITORIAL 


EVER SINCE the introduction of the present Entrance Examination syllabus, 
the essay has been criticised for its futility (since candidates must have 
passed a similar examination only a few years before), for the unimagina- 
tive selection of subjects offered (smacking “ more of the late nineteenth 
than of the mid-twentieth century ”’), and for its downright ineffectiveness 
in preventing assistants who cannot present their thoughts logically and 
grammatically from proceeding to the Registration Examination. For a!! 
these and many more reasons let us have done with it. Nevertheless the 
continuing infliction of this miserable penance on our novices is doing 
little positive harm. Few indeed who are held back by it would succeed 
in clambering painfully over the next hurdle, or (which is more directly 
to the point) in becoming efficient members of a profession much con- 
cerned with clear thinking and its expressicn in words. 

But another essay once formed a compulsory part of our Final 
Examination. It provided opportunity and incentive for a librarian to 
immerse himself in that part of his work which interested him most, and, 
if he would, to make an original contribution to its study. It could have 
done much to enhance the status of our profession in the country, and of 
British librarianship in the world. The Library Association may yet be 
persuaded that its complete abolition was a major blunder—a blunder 
which it is not too late to retrieve. Its exclusion from the compulsory 
achievements of a Fellow of the Association might well be justified on 
the grounds that an efficient librarian is not necessarily a man who is 
willing or able to indulge in original research. But there is a considerable 
body of opinion which would welcome the re-introduction of the essay 
—and why not dignify it with the name thesis?—as a voluntary “ post- 
fellowship ” task. The designation * F.L.A. (Hons.)” has been suggested, 
and we have been told that the L.A. Council would not sanction this. 
There may possibly be method in this madness; we should welcome an 
assurance and an explanation. 

Meanwhile it is an undoubted fact that there are many members who 
are willing and able to undertake original research—who would positively 
enjoy doing it—if only they could be confident that work so done would 
not be wasted because unknown. Not all aspire to publication—the 
probable subjects of many theses might well be of too little general interest 
to warrant publication. But they would be of vital importance to 
workers in the same and related fields, and if ever there is to be built up 
a corpus of knowledge of this type without ‘the assistance of princely 
research fellowships, then it is essential that the L.A. should provide this 
slight (and every inexpensive) incentive. Let us hope that the fresh air 
which is blowing through the cracks in our professional body may stimu- 
late new thought on this small but vital problem. The thesis could be 
the coping stone on the edifice of our professional education; the 
| Entrance essay is only the stumbling block at its threshold. 
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WEEK-END CONFERENCE, 1953 





It may still be possible to secure a place at the Fourth Annual Week- 
end Conference, to be held at Hatfield College, Durham, from 10th to 


12th April. 


immediately to the Conference 


Full details will be found in 
month’s issue of The Assistant Librarian. 
Secretary: E 


the leaflet enclosed in last 
Application should be made 
Wise, F.L.A., County 


Library Headquarters, 24, Old Elvet, Durham. 


INAUGURAL LECTURE 
The Inaugural Lecture will be given at Chaticer House at 7.30 p.m. 


on Thursday, May 


14th, by Sir Frank Soskice, P.C., Q.C., M.P. 


His 


subject will be “ The Value of Reading.” 


ACTIVE DIVISIONS 


OF FIVE Divisional annual reports re- 
ceived, that of the East Midland Divi- 
sion might well serve as a model of 
its kind. Meetings attracted many 
new faces and a successful week-end 
conference was held. The Division 
is active in professional education and 
is represented on the Local Joint 
Committee which arranges tutors and 
courses in the area. One hundred and 
forty students attended one-day revi- 
sion schools. A.A.L. publications 
were on sale at all meetings. 

Eastern Division participated in two 
joint week-end conferences. From 
Cromer a memorable visit was paid to 
nearby Felbrigg Hall, the home of 
Mr. R. W. Ketton-Cremer. During 
the same conference the Eastern 
Branch Repertory Company (as it is 
somewhat loosely called) gave its 
impression of the case of R. v. John 
Farrell, Registration student. One- 
day revision courses were held at three 
centres in May and October. 


Bristol and District Division reports 
no eductional activities but seven well- 
attended meetings took place during 
the year. The Division’s report ten- 
ders thanks to those members who 


have supported the programme by 
taking part in discussions. and by 
regular attendance. The annual 


report of North Wales Division was 
adopted at the annual general meeting 
at Colwyn Bay. Twenty-five per cent 
of the membership was present at all 
meetings, of which there were five. 
Three issues of the divisional news- 


sheet Cambria were published; a 
report on the interchange of staff in 
North Wales libraries and a register 
of methods were compiled. 

Greater London Division reports 
sixteen meetings, which included con- 
sideration of the proposed increases 
in L.A. subscriptions, a revision school 
and the formulation of draft proposals 
for L.A. policy. Supplementary to 
these meetings, visits were arranged to 
several printers and binders. 


News of two divisional meetings 
comes in the North-Western News- 
letter. It will come as a surprise to 


many that his paper to Liverpool and 
District Division on * ‘The world 
beyond the counter.” at Litherland, 
was Mr. J. F. W. Bryon’s first appear- 
ance before an A.A.L. gathering. Mr. 
Bryon’s performance on the platform 
enhanced a reputation established as 
a writer. At Stockport, five young 
members of Manchester and District 
Division gave short papers of a good 
standard. (“Induction training” (the 
initial training of entrants); a_ stu- 
dent’s impression of the revision 
courses for the Registration Examina- 
tion at Burton Manor; the library 
service of Switzerland; work in a 
mental hospital library; and the basic 
principles of work with young people). 
None of these produced any real dis- 
cussion, Were the subjects not 
controversial enough? The Divisional 
Committee would dearly like to know. 

F.D.C. 














Mm. 
lis 


rts 
yn- 
ses 
901 
als 

to 
to 


ngs 
ws- 

to 
ind 
rid 


-ar- 
Mr. 
rm 


ung 
rict 
ood 
(the 
stu- 
sion 
ina- 
rary 


asic 
dle). 


not 
onal 
1OW. 


bee 








—————e 


ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 


(Section of the Library Association). 


§j7th Annual Report 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING 3lst DECEMBER, 1952 


THE success of the A.A.L., as of other similar bodies, is to be gauged 
by the satisfaction which it gives to its members. If figures are a valid 
criterion, the Association is successful in this—its membership grows 
steadily year by year—and the services which directly benefit the members, 
correspondence courses, publications, and Divisional activities, go 
smoothly on. Thanks are due to the devoted efforts of a large number 
of people whose names seldom hit the headlines, but whose service to the 
profession is none the less real and valuable. The financial cost of these 
activities in comparison with the good they do is trivial, but the cost in 
leisure time and work by the people who organize them is far greater 
than is generally recognized. It is right that the Council on behalf of 
the membership at large should express its appreciation and gratitude to 
those who really keep the work, of the A.A.L. going. 

The whole of this year has been overshadowed by finance: our own 
domestic difficulties, due to increasing costs, and those of the L.A., in 
which we as a Section are inevitably involved. The Council defined its 
policy towards the increase in L.A. subscriptions, as follows: “ to press 
for as little increase as possible in the rate of subscription, and to continue 
to press for economy, without reducing the activities of the Sections or 


- the educational work of the Library Association.” The result of the 





f 
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A.G.M. at Bournemouth must be some reduction of the activities of the 
Sections, including the A.A.L., but it is hoped that it will be only tem- 
porary. 

After some three years of work, the * Tighe Report” on the welfare 
and working conditions of assistants in public libraries was approved by 
the Council in March. This is the third report on this subject prepared 
by the A.A.L.; the former two in 1911 and 1931 exercised a powerful 
influence in improving the conditions of assistants, and it is hoped that 
the “ Tighe Report ” may do likewise. In order that it might be brought 
officially to the notice of authorities, it was forwarded to the L.A. in 
May, with a request that it be issued under the’ terms of the Royal Charter. 
The L.A agreed in principle to issue such a document, but little further 
progress was made in the year under review. 

A committee has been set up to prepare a similar report for the 
staffs of special libraries. 

The annua! conference was held at Bristol in April on the subject 
Reading taste: its assessment and satisfaction. Excellent weather, smooth- 
running organisation on the part of the Bristol Division, and, spirited and 
penetrating discussions combined to make the week-end the success which 
is now expected of the A.A.L. Conference. The thanks of the Council 
are especially due to the local secretary (Miss B. C. Clark, F.L.A., of 
Bristol) and her local committee; and to the leaders: Miss E. J Willson, 
F.L.A., J. W. Carter, F.L.A., and A. C. Jones, F.L.A. 

The Inaugural Meeting, with its invigorating address by Professor 
Galbraith, and the A.A.L. session at the L.A. Conference have been 
reported in the Library Assistant. 

_ The Council has considered more than the usual number of motions 
trom Divisional Committees, an indication of the virility’of the Divisions 
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and so of the Association as a whole. Among the matters to which } ti 
Council requesied attention by the Council of the L.A. were: —the unsatis- } se 
factory nature of the Entrance Examination and its syllabus (continued | 
from last year); action to discourage applications for posts advertised at } e 
inadequate salaries; the recognition by the L.A. of the need for the-publi- | hi 
cation of statistical and other factual reports on libraries and librarian- | D 
ship; the unsatisfactory booklist in the Students’ handbook, and the pro- | fe 


cedure at the L.A.’s Annual General Meeting. to 

There were five Council meetings during the year. The following | of 
attendances were recorded: - wi 

F. A. Sharr, B.A., F.L.A. (President) 4; C. W. Tay'or, F.L.A. (Vice- | in 
President) 5; E. A. Clough, F.L.A. (Past President) 2; A. LI. Carver, 
F.L.A. 5; W. Howard Phillips, F.L.A. 5; F. C. Tighe, B.A., F.L.A. 5; O. S.f th 
Tomlinson, F.L.A. 5; Miss E. J. Willson, F.L.A. 5; Miss E. Wragg, A L.A. } Li 
5 (National Councillors); Miss G. E. C. Edwards, A.L A. (Bristol) 5; we 
I. G. Hardy, F.L.A. (Deven and Cornwaii) 4; D. P. Morilock, AL. A 


(Eastern) 2; T. N. E. Smith, F.L.A. (Eastern) 3; J. H. Lamble, A.L.A | ha 
(E.-Midland) 1; Mrs. M. A. Precious, A.L.A. (E. Midland) 4; J. N. Taylor,} wt 
F.L.A. (E. Midland) 4; J. R. Howes, F.L.A. (G.L.D.) 4; F. J. Owen,} co 
F.L.A. (G.L.D.) 5; L. J. Shaw, F.L.A. (G.L.D.) 4; R. Brown, A.L,A,} on 
(Kent) 5: S. J. Brett, A.L.A. (Liverpool) 3; D. E. Gerard, F.L.A. (Liver-} 
pool 1); J. S. Parsonage, F.L.A. (Liverpoo ¢ 5; H. A. Chesshyre (Manches-} £4 
ae 4, succeeded by J. A. Dearden, A.L.A. 1; A. Glencross, F.L.A. (Man- 
chester) 1; L. Read, F.LA. (Manchester) I A. L. Smyth, F.L.A. (Man-} ing 
chester) 4: Miss E. Jerram, A.L.A. (Midland) 5; C. Phipps. F.L.A} du 





(Midland) i; H. A. Whatley, F.L.A. (Midland) 4; E. F. Ferry, F.L.A. (N.} So 
Eastern) 5; A. Donnelly, A.L.A. (N. Eastern) 3, succeeded by E. S. Raven,} cot 
F.L.A. 1; S. Barton, F.L.A. (N. Wales) 1: Miss J. G. Mason (N. Wales)| lib: 


2; R_ T. C. Rowsell, F.L.A (S. Eastern) 5; C. F. Shepherd. re A. (S.F we 
Wales) 5; P. A. Thomas, F.L.A. (Wessex) 5; D I. Colley, F.L.A. (York- 
shire) 1, succeeded by H. Ward, F.L.A. 4; R. H. Malbon, FLA. (York-} to 
shire) 3; J. S. Bristow, F.L.A. (Honorary Treasurer) 5; A. C. Jones,’ me 
F.L.A. (Honorary Editor) 5; Mrs. L. Martin (Honorary Education Secre-| eac 
tary) 5: W. F. Broome, F.L.A. (Honorary Membership Secretary) 5: | 
D. Cole; F.L.A. (Honorary Publications Officer) 2; W. Tynemouth, F.L.A) wo 
(Honorary Secretary) 5. hel 
Committee meetings were held cn the same day in each case: each! Ch 
member being on at least one Committee. In view of the importance of) lish 
its agendas and the desire of members for information, and the chance to} my 
contribute to its discussions, the Service and Conditions Committee becam: 
a committee of the full Council. cos 


Publications. 

There have been two additions this year to the list of A.A.L. publica-) mei 
tions; Part 2 of The A.A.L. Guide to Professional Examinations (the Fina? F.L 
Examinations) appeared in April, and A Primer of Cataloguing by Mis) BS 
D. M. Norris in November. At the year’s end two other publications R. 
were well advanced—the Fiction Index, compiled by G. B. Cotton and) B. ! 
Alan Glencross, and An Introduction to Historical Bibliography by N. E}G. | 
Binns. The Reader and the Bookish Manner (S. C. Holliday) and a new and 
edition of Hewitt’s Swmmary of Public Library Law were both in the Tha 
hands of the printers, and three other projected works were in manuscript/ com 
The year has thus been one of considerable achievement, and there is no rece 
sign yet of a slowing down in the programme of the Press and Publica} F.L 
tions Committee. | Har 

Contributors to The Library Assistant may be said to have fulfilled W. 
the promise of 1951. The steady stream of articles submitted for publica} F.L. 
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tion has gladdened the editor’s heart and allowed him some freedom of 
selection. Special mention must be made here of two powerful articles 
by R. L. Collison on political censorship in American libraries, which 
earned editorial comment in the Manchester Guardian. As a result of 
his appointment as Honorary Ediior of the Library Association Record, 
Dr. A. J. Walford has had to relinquish his editorship of the twice yearly 
feature, Examination Comments. Dr. Walford has given unstinted service 
to students through this Association and elsewhere (he is, of course, editor 
of the two volume A.A.L. Guide) and in expressing our gratitude we 
would add the hope that he may continue from time to time to participate 
in our educational activities. 

It was decided in September to adopt a new typographical layout for 
the journal in 1953, and also te change its name from the now outdated 
Library Assistant to The Assistant Librarian, thus echoing a change which 
was made long ago in the name of the Association. 

Mr. F. D. Cole’s enthusiastic work as Honorary Publications Officer 
has perhaps been a contributory cause of the long period of ill-health 
which he has suffered this year. We hope that he may make a speedy and 
complete recovery, and are grateful to Mr. S. F. Symms who has carried 
on in his absence. 


Education. 


Seventeen courses are now available to students: the notes and read- 
ing lists of each being revised regularly. Two new courses were intro- 
duced: the Literature of Science and Technology and the Literature of 
Social and Political Ideas (sections of Registration, Group D). These 
courses are of particular interest to those members working in special 
libraries. During the year 1,005 long courses and 298 revision courses 
were arranged. 

The formation by the Library Association of Moderating Committees 
to consider problems arising out of the syllabus was welcomed, and one 
member of the panel, of tutors was appointed as A.A.L. representative to 
each of the two committees already constituted. 

The Council once again takes this opportunity of acknowledging the 
work of its 11 editors and 62 tutors, who so conscientiously strive to 
help students make the best use of the courses offered. An article by the 
Chairman of the Education Committee, E. F. Ferry, F.L.A., was pub- 
lished in the Library Assistant to bring home to students the part they 
must play in undertaking a correspondence course. 

By the end of the year it was evident that, in order to cover increasing 


| costs, the course fees would have to be raised. 
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It has been a pleasure to welcome an unusually large number of 
members to the panel of tutors and editors: —Messrs. W. G. Brown, 
F.L.A., A. F. Carter, F.L.A., A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A., S. C. G. Goddard, 
B.Sc., A.L.A., F. W. Gravell, F.L.A. (Editor), R. W. Griffin, F.L.A., 
R. E. Grimshaw, F.L.A., J. C. Haywood, F.L.A., B. Hunnisett, F.L.A., 
B. S. Hyland, B.A., F.L.A., J. G. Olle, F.L.A., A. J. I. Parrott, F.L.A., 
G. C. Tarrant, F.L.A., A. R. Williams, F.L.A., E. R. Yescombe, F.L.A., 
and Mrs. M. Pehlé (ne¢ Lovell), B.A., F.L.A., a former tutor, has rejoined. 
Thanks are also due to Mr. G. R. Davies, F.L.A., for his help in the 
compilation of one of the standard courses. Resignations have been 
received with regret from:—Messrs. P. Hepworth, M.A.,_ F.R.S.A., 
F.L.A., W. G. Thompson, F.L.A., J. P. Wells, F.L.A., and Mesdames J. M. 
Harries, B.A., F.L.A., A. Pickles, F.L.A., K. A. Sincock, A.L.A. Messrs. 
W. A. Munford, M.B.E., B.Sc.(Econ.), F.L.A., and F. A. Sharr, B.A., 
F.L.A., became editors during the year, but later resigned. 
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Increasing use is being made of the A.A.L. Library, now combined 
with that of the Library Association at Chaucer House. Mr. D. C. Henrik 
Jones, F.L.A., Librarian and Information Officer of the Library Associa- 
tion, reports that 2,884 issues were made during the year from the A.A.L. 
Library (an increase of 480), and 101 books added to its stock, which now 
totals 1,857 volumes. 


Membership. 

The Membership of the Section totals 6,490, that number of members 
having opted before 31st December, 1952. Comparative figures for pre- 
vious years are: — 

1945: 3,277; 1948: 4,583; 1949: 5,614; 1950: 5,660; 1951: 6,162. 


Membership figures as distributed over the Divisions are as under : 


Bristol .. : ws, re Midland oe sc ee 
Devon and Cornwall .. 112 N. Eastern .. 418 
Eastern _ ., 2 N. Wales .. - 52 
E. Midland a ee S. Eastern .. i« SZ 
Greater London a< oe S. Wales _ .. 199 
Kent ” ~, 300 Wessex i .. 191 
Liverpool me i. <4 Yorkshire .. 486 
Manchester i wa, er Central - ve. Seo 
Total — 6361 


In addition to members attached to Divisions, there are members in 
(among other places) Scotland, Northern Ireland, Eire, Africa, Australia, 
India, Italy, Jamaica, Malta, New Zealand, Poland, Spain and the U.S.A. 
The distribution of The Assistant Librarian is even more widespread. In 
1952 the largest circulation of the journal was 6,706 copies. 

A check on optings was made in June/July, 1952, and the number 
who had opted by 30th June, 1952 was 5,476. From the Ist July voting 
papers entered by such members only were accepted. This brought the 
procedure of this Section into line with that of the parent body. As an 
economy measure the distribution of the journal was similarly restricted, 
so that at 3lst December the total number of copies of the Journal dis- 
tributed to Divisions was in excess of actual membership by only 31; 
previously it had been as much as 1,380 (1951). To ensure this, Divisional 
geographical lists were very carefully checked against the Centra 
Register. 

Finance. 

The statements of income and expenditure show that during the year 
the Council, skilfully guided by its Honorary Treasurer, was able to cut 
its coat according to the cloth available. That coat is now getting : 
little tight, but, let us hope, not out at the elbows. It continues to be: 
matter for self-congratulation that the A.A.L. has managed another year 
on the 1929 rate of capitation. It would have been impossible during the 
year to have asked the Library Association to review the basis of pay: 
ment, because of the financial state of the parent Association. The Coun- 
cil would, however, be justified in claiming that it has used to the greates! 
possible advantage the talents entrusted to it. 

For the first year since 1948 there has been no beneficiary from the 
Benevolent Fund, and for the first year since 1942 there has been : 
donation. 

The Future. 

The immediate future is clouded by financial difficulties. The pros 
pect for the distant future is, however, by no means discouraging. Ther 
is no doubi that financial stringency will be with us in this country for : 
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long time, and that the development of libraries will be thereby hampered 


to some extent. 


which the future is built. 


But the real key to the future of a profession such as 
ours lies in the mental quality of its members. 


Ideas are the bricks with 


There is no doubt that the quality of the 


younger members of the profession is at least as high as ever before, 
and there has, too, in the last year developed a widespread new spirit of 
enquiry and demand for constructive thought on the role and purpose of 
librarianship. These matters should be the concern of the A.A.L., for it 
is they which fundamentally determine the future security of our members. 
F. A. SHARR, President. 

W. TYNEMOUTH, Honorary Secretary. 
Central Library, Newcastle upon Tyne 1. 





LETTERS FROM MEMBERS 


A.A.L. A TRADE UNION ? 


MR. W. G. SMITH’S suggestions in the 
January Assistant have done all of us 
a service in that they have provoked 
two such thoughtful and informative 
letters as those of Messrs. Moxey and 


Haslam. Their facts, I know, are 
readily available: nevertheless, they 
are facts which are not generally 
appreciated. 


Mr. Haslam points out that neither 
the L.A. nor the A.A.L. are “negoti- 
ating bodies”—but supposing they 
were? In my view, the Local Authori- 
ties are far more likely to accept a 
case for librarians put forward by 
local government officers (as repre- 
sented by NALGO) than one put for- 
ward by a small, and_ necessarily 
biased, section of their employees. | 
think that where library workers fail 
is in not pressing their views and 
claims more strongly on NALGO. 
both at local and at national level. 

For me it is a matter of regret that 
the L.A. apparently takes so little 
interest in the service conditions of 
its personal members, and I think it 
is a matter for congratulation that the 
A.A.L. is not equally apathetic. But 
let us not seek to be a trade union 
ourselves: let us instead encourage the 
formation of organized opinion at the 
level of the individual library system 
by means of the setting up of staff 
guilds. Let these staff guilds then 
consider matters of concern to their 
welfare, and let them pass on their 
views both to their local NALGO 
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Executive Committees and to the 
Divisional Committees of the A.A.L. 
According to Mr. Haslam, NALGO 
has always encouraged its members 
also to be members of their profes- 
sional societies. I would welcome a 
statement from the A.A.L. Council 
that the A.A.L. encourages its local 
government members also to be mem- 
bers of NALGO. 
KENNETH Jay, 
Branch Librarian, Ilford P.L. 


EXAMINATION COMMENTS 


Dr. A. J. WALFORD writes:— 

Students may have been misled by 
a too brief summary of points relating 
to Q.2 in the (December) Classifica- 
tion theoretical paper (Assistant Lib- 
rarian, February, p. 23). While close 
classification may be the norm for a 
central lending library in a city, cer- 
tain popular classes (e.g., fiction, biog- 
raphy, and perhaps literature) may 
have a simplified A—Z author (or bio- 
graphee) sub-arrangement. In the case 
of the county library, the headquarters 
students’ collection will probably be 
closely classified. 





LLANDUDNO 

Members attending the A.A.L. 
Session on 29th April—the Wed- 
nesday of conference week— 
will like to know of the dance 
arranged for that evening by the 
North Wales Division. Tickets 
(price 3s. 6d.) and further infor- 
mation from Miss E, Williams, 
Colwyn Bay P.L. 

















ASSOCIATION 





OF 





ASSISTANT 





LIBRARIANS 


STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 


1st January to 31st December, 1952 


GENERAL ACCOUNT. 





Income. £ s.d. | Expenditure. St. 
To:— | By: 
Balance brought for- | Printing “Library Assis- 
ward from 1951 33 0 6 tant” 1,077 13 10 
Capitation grants 2.016 8 O | Distributing do. 97 2 1 
Subscriptions 410 0 | Payments to Divisions 390 15 3 
“Library Assistant” 123. 7 10 | Councillors’ expenses 422 14 5 
Advertising 312 10 0 | Library at Chaucer House 110 0 0 
Stationery ae nee 60 4 8 | Stationery 81 9 7 
“Index to Progress”:— | Postage 3: 2.9 
Sales 32 16 0 | Conferencesand Meetings 191 2 I1 
Rentals . - 6 17 10 | Election expenses ar ie 2 
Conferences and Meetings 153 18 11 | Membership records 8 18 5 
Miscellaneous | 4 2 | Clerical expenses 85 15 0 
| “Index to Progress” 41 3 4 
| Miscellaneous 819 0 
2,703 9 9 
| Balance carried forward 
| to 1953 41 8 2 
£2,744 17 11 | £2,744 17 11 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES ACCOUNT. 
Income. £ s.d.| Expenditure. £ s.d. 
To:— | By:— 
Balance brought for- | Tutors’ expenses 2,228 4 0 
ward from 1951 7 ts 7 Editors’ expenses 7 > @ 
Students’ fees 2926 12 3 | Hon. Education Secre- 
Sale of notebooks 4 0 6 | tary’s expenses 97 10 0 
| Postage and carriage 64 0 0 
| Stationery 249 8 1 
| Refunds of fees 15 5 0 
| Standard courses: 
Compiling 56 14 0 
| Editing 3413 0 
Duplicating 283 12 8 
Collating 3. 7-6 
Miscellaneous 470 
3,042 6 3 
Balance carried forward 
to 1953 46 2 1 
£3,088 8 4 £3,088 8 4 
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BENEVOLENT FUND ACCOUNT. 


Income. ze ¢ Expenditure. eg s-2 
oc By:— 
Balance brought for- Balance carried forward 
ward from 1951 . C2 9 3S to 1953 ; 414 6 4 
Donation See aa tt 0 
Interest on Post Office 
Savings Bank Account 1 11 


Appreciation in value of 
National Savings certi- 
ficates, January Ist to 
December 31st 2 HW .« 2 


£414 6 4 £414 6 4 





es oes ee 


Statement of Assets and Liabilities as on 31st December, 1952. 


Assets. Liabilities. 
£ s ¢€ r «= ¢& 
National Savings certi- Balance of Fund on 
ficates: Value on SU 32,52 414 6 4 
31.12.52 “ee .. 408 17 4 
Post Office Savings Ban 
Account by o53 5 9 0 
£414 6 4 {114 6 4 





PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT. 








Income. £ sid. Expenditure. £ &.@ 
| To:— By:— 
Balance brought for- | Stationery 13 4 10 
ward from 1951 oe 22 13 9 | Royalties : 191 11 1 
Sales ... ...  ... 1,247 611 | Distribution 1012 1 
| Postage <3 ; 30 0 O 
| Advertising +3 , 21 16 6 
| Insurance 5 3 2-6 
| Printing:— 
| Binns ; . 49 5 0 
| Walford II. — oes 6 @ 
| Holliday ; 20 6 6 
Norris . 346 16 O 
| Clerical expenses 212 @ 
| Miscellaneous bs L- Fes 
| 
| 983 14 0 
| Balance carried forward 
| to 1953 . 286 6 8 
£1,270 0 8) £1,270 0 8 
na | cama 
All the above statements audited and found correct. 
| (Signed) D. P. Glover. J. S. BRISTOW, 
A. V. Dyson. Honorary Treasurer. 
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COUNCIL NOTES 


THE CHILL wind of economy, having 
forced the Council to combine the 
usual January and March meetings, 
blew fitfully throughout the proceed- 
ings on February 19th to remind us 
of its existence; nor was it the only 
thing which blew up from time ‘o 
time. However, as students of Han- 
sard know, it is upon points of pro- 
cedure and the pressing of personal 
preferences that heat is engendered, 
and major items on the order paper 
usually pass in a quieter atmosphere. 
It was so on this occasion. 

The first of the important decisions 
reached concerned negotiation on be- 
half of librarians. This matter has 
already been mentioned in Council 
Notes and produced some excellent 
letters in the Assistant. A special sub- 
committee had been appointed to con- 
sider the points raised and its recom- 
mendations were debated in Council. 
The result is that the Library Associ- 
ation have been asked to _ initiate 
steps to secure provision in the 
Scheme of Conditions of Service of 
clauses which would compensate 
assistants for the awkward hours 
worked in comparison with the basic 
local government week, upon which 
the salaries and conditions of service 
are based. This, with some recogni- 
tion for parts of the Registration 
Examination held by the _partly- 
qualified, would go a long way to 
remedy dissatisfaction in the General 
Division. But the Committee and the 
Council were concerned at the salary 
structure of the profession as a whole. 
and have asked the Library Associa- 
tion Council to attempt an improve- 
ment on the most unsatisfactory 
fifth paragraph of the “A.P.TUIII 
Award,” which in all but the best 
authorities has been interpreted in 
the letter and not in the spirit. The 
need for more prominence for lib- 
rarians and library staff matters in 
Nalgo at both national and local 
level was stressed, but it is obvious 
that action along these lines must 
come from librarians, Members in 


4) 
ove) 


local government libraries will be 
hearing much more of this in the near 
future: this is only a preliminary gale 
warning. The question of the supply 
and demand of Chartered Librarians 
was also discussed, and is to be the 
subject of further investigation. 

The “Tighe Report’- has now 
reached the stage where representa- 
tives of both the A.A.L. and the L.A. 
have discussed it, and by the time 
these Notes appear, it should have 
received the final blessing of the L.A 
Membership Committee and the L.A. 


Council, and be well on its way to 
publication. So far, negotiations 
have proceeded well, and the co- 


operation has been of a high standard, 
Perhaps there aren’t as many reac- 
tionaries in high places as we thought 
at first—an opinion subject to review 
in the light of events in March. It is 


hoped that the adoption of the Report! 


and its publication will be announced 
at Llandudno. 

The Council then proceeded to re- 
appoint the Honorary’ Education 
Secretary, the Honorary Membership 
Secretary, and the Honorary Publica- 
tions Officer, and elected Miss E. J 
Willson, of Hammersmith, as Chair- 
man of the Council for 1953. Com: 
mittees were appointed. and _ the 
Council adjourned to enable them to 
meet, resuming to consider _ their 
reports. The new chairmen of com. 
mittees are Miss G. E. C. Edwards, 
A.L.A., of Weston-super-Mare (Press 
and Publications), Mr. O. S. Tomlin 
son, F.L.A., of Finchley (Education) 
and Mr. I. G. Hardy, F.L.A., of 
Devon County (Finance and General 
Purposes). 

The major item presented by an 
committee was the report on_ the 
Entrance Examination. The A.AL 
had been asked by the Library Asso- 
ciation to present the views of tutor 
in conjunction with the Schools of 
Librarianship Committee. Entrance 
Examination correspondence course 
tutors had been circularized, and 2 
report based upon their opinions com: 
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piled by Mr. Corbett and Miss Will- 
son. It was this report which the 
Education Committee had considered 
and which, with minor amendments, 
will be the basis upon which repre- 
sentatives of the A.A.L. will endea- 
vour to reach agreement with the 
Schools of Librarianship Committee 
before the matter is discussed by the 
L.A. The Entrance Examination has 
come under heavy fire from librarians, 
tutors and students, and it is to be 
hoped that from the discussions now 
going on this important first step 
in librarianship (if such it be) will be 
made much more satisfactory. 

The Annual Report of the Associa- 
tion was considered, amended, re- 
punctuated, and approved for publica- 
tion. It will, we hope, explain itself. 

The Council then heard reports of 
its representatives on the L.A. Coun- 
cil and of the arrangements made for 
future meetings, the Inaugural meet- 
ing, and the Week-end Conference. 

The Council decided last year to 
the Week-end Conference 
and the Annual General Meeting, so 
that undivided attention could be 
devoted to each. It is hoped that the 
Annual General Meeting will be held 
in the Autumn in the President’s home 
Division—which, for the benefit of 
those who may not know, is Yorkshire. 

The Library Association Memor- 
dum was considered in details after 
certain principles had been established: 
these were that the L.A. Council should 
be reconstituted to have a directly 
elected majority, machinery should be 
established so that important matters 
would be referred to all members, 
and that any suggestion of a students’ 
section was to be vigorously opposed. 
When it came to details, the Council 
were unanimous about Past Presidents 
being limited to one, and the posi- 
tions of Honorary Secretary and 
Honorary Treasurer being open to 
nomination by the Council and indi- 
vidual members, and open to ballot. 
Arising from a Divisional motion, it 
was resolved that annual subscrip- 
tions should be more equitably spread 
and that there should be only the 
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minimum necessary increases. 

It became obvious from the discus- 
sion that the L.A. Council must re- 
capture the confidence of the member- 
ship. The Memorandum as such had 
not been well received, some having 
thought that it had been deliberately 
issued to confuse the membership in 
order to prevent a change in the con- 
stitution. This is not true, because 
as the A.A.L. Council was told, its 
representatives had been a party to 
the publication of the Memorandum 
as a basis of discussion, so that action 
could be secured in 1953, instead of 
1954 or later. It is, however, regret- 
table that confidence in the L.A, 
Council should have sunk so low that 
such things can be imagined, and poss- 
ibly the most important recommenda- 
tion to the Library Association 
Council was that there should be 
improved dissemination of informa- 
tion about L.A. matters and more 
informative reporting of Council 
meetings. 

The first Council of any year pro- 
vides the President with the oppor- 
tunity to welcome new members, but 
it must be rare for it to call for him 
to say “good-bye.” There were three 
such occasions during this meeting. 
The first was on the receipt of the 


resignation of Mr. Tighe on _ his 
appointment as City Librarian of 
Nottingham. Mr. Tighe’s work for 


the Association needs no elaboration 
here, and he went with the satisfaction 
of knowing that the Report for which 
he has been so largely responsible was 
well on the way to being launched. 
During the proceedings, the Imme- 
diate Past President, Mr. Sharr, 
handed over his badge of office to 
Mr. Taylor, who, in return, expressed 
the warm wishes of the Council and 
the Association to Mr. Sharr, who was 
within a few days of leaving for his 
new. post in Western Australia. 
Finally, the Council recorded its 
formal appreciation of the assistance 
it had received in the past from Dr. 
Walford, and congratulated him on 
his appointment editor of the 
Library Record, W.T, 
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BOOKS FOR 


STAVEIEY, RonaLp, Ed. Government 
information and the research worker, 
1952. (L.A., 24s. (18s. to members).) 


These lectures (a course held at 
University College School of Librar- 
ianship in April, 1951) reveal just how 
numerous and diverse are the subjects 
covered by Government research. 
There are twenty-four chapters, each 
dealing with a Ministry or Depart- 
ment. It is not a bibliography (though 
some chapters include extensive lists 
of publications) but am extremely 
interesting guide to activities that are 
becoming more and more important 
to every citizen. There are, for 
example, sixteen pages of Colonial 
Office and Commonwealth Relations 
Office papers. 

It cannot be said that all the chap- 
ters reach the same high level; any 
collection is bound to be uneven, and 
some Ministries are dealt with briefly 
indeed. Those that particularly 
appealed to this reviewer (being 
somewhat remote from his field of 
interest) were “The Problem of 
elimination in the records of public 
departments” and “H.M. Customs 
and Excise.” It is gratifying to note 
that serious consideration is evidently 
being given to the problem of infor- 
mation that is at present unpublished 
but not subject to any security restric- 
tion and available on request. There 
is general agreement that a regular 
guide like the Daily List would be of 
great value, and if such a_ guide 
eventually appears, it will be due in 
no small measure to the opinions 
expressed on the course. 

Very few libraries can fail to bene- 
fit from this book. Those engaged on 
assistance to readers will soon realise 
its value: in the special library, as a 
convenient survey of work in their 
own and related fields; in the public 
library, for the broad scope and the 
many guides to more detailed infor- 
mation that are mentioned. The index 
is comprehensive for subjects but 
could usefully include personal names, 
for example, authors of reports; only 
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STUDENTS 


the best-known Chairmen (Urwick, 
Uthwatt) are mentioned. This would 
mean considerable extension, of 
course, but the lesser-known names 
are the ones that cause trouble. 
D.J.F. 


PALMER, B. 1., and WELLS, A. J. The 
Fundamentals of Library Classification 
1952. (Allen and Unwin, 8s. 6d.). 

A glance at any of the L.A. exami- 
nation results during the last few 
years reveals very disturbing figures 
in Registration Group A (i and iii). 
The poor percentages of passes 
obtained have been attributed to vary- 
ing causes, one of which has been the 
inability of the average student to 
assimilate the principles of classifica- 
tion, particularly in the study of logic. 
Examiners and tutors have over the 
last decade blanched at the constant 
repetition of “white rags, red rags, 
etc.”, and these select few at least 
would welcome another book setting 
out a new approach. It is doubly un- 
fortunate, therefore, that Messrs. 
Palmer and Wells have failed to pro- 
duce a book which will enlighten and 
make easier the studies of those un- 
fortunates who have still to cross the 


first hurdle in Registration. As an 
intellectual exercise, their book is 
extremely interesting and the basic 


idea expounded of Personality, Matter, 
Energy. Space and Time valuable in 
helping the benighted classifier to be 
methodical. The volume is, however, 
a curious mixture of the woolly and 
the over-simple, and although students 
will find useful material in sections 
such as those on notation and divi- 
sion, they may have difficulty in under- 
standing other sections which are over 
elaborated. Over five pages of 
explanation of cxamples in practical 
classification, for example, are given, 
and the reader must turn back to the 
first explanatory page to check the 
interpretation of steps. 

Two relatively minor grumbles 
from one who does not claim to be 
hyper-critical or pedantic—the exces- 
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sive use of the personal form becomes 
irritating (the word “we” appears 14 
times on a page picked at random, 
and this out of about 280 words per 
page), and the proof reading which 
missed four omitted letters in three 
pages. 

Messrs. Palmer and Wells are to be 
complimented on their originality in 
approach but, without wishing to 
appear too conservative or cavalier, I 
cannot visualise their arguments con- 
vincing the supporters of the more 
orthodox Phillips or Sayers. 

C.W.T. 


Joy, 
15s.). 

This book gives us a competent out- 
line of the methods of the trade, and 
appears to be addressed mainly to 
assistants in the larger businesses. It 
is a pity that chapters could not have 
been devoted to export and import ; 
firms large and small can and do work 
up foreign mailing lists which enable 
them to make a worthwhile contri- 
bution to the country’s exports—in 
which books have a specially signifi- 
cant part to play—and on the other 


THomas, Bookselling. (Pittman, 


hand, librarians judge the trade, with 
all too few honourable exceptions, to 
be failing badly in the matter of 
imports. 

A very useful feature of the book is 
the collection of documents—Net 
Book Agreement, Library Agreement, 
etc.—which it prints in full. We are 
all too apt to content ourselves with 
an inadequate knowledge of their 
exact terms. 

Some of the Appendices suffer from 
a sketchiness which is present in some 
degree elsewhere in the book. The 
“Glossary of Trade Terms and 
Abbreviations” (two pages) should 
have been better done or else omitted. 
The chapter giving a selection of 
Reference Books includes well-chosen 
items, but they are frequently inade- 
quately described—the entry for the 
B.N.B., for example, fails to mention 
the essential point that it is a classi- 
fied bibliography, and the Statesman’s 
Yearbook is listed without annotation. 

These minor faults should not be 
allowed to deter the intending reader 
of what will doubtless become known 
in time as Joy’s Manual.” 

G.KS. 
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